THE BUSH LANGUAGE OF YSABEL 
These notes are based on the Catechism and Dr Welchman's 

MS. 

I, Alphabet 

1. Vowels: a, e, i, o, u. 

Consonants: r, 1; k, gy g, n\ t, d, n; ch, j, gn; p, b, m; f ; 

s; h. 

2. These have the sounds of the Melanesian mission alphabet: 
gn = ni in * onion/ d and b nasal; k, b and f are often followed 
byl. 

2, Article 

3 . Na : na tknOy a man ; na 'namUy thy name. U is also found : 
u kaWuy life; u lehCy death. 

4- A personal article / is used in the text: i Gody i Bishopy 
but the MS. has a God. 

MaCy as in Nggao, is used for 'those who': mae faroro^o 
'nto'nigOy they that hear all, all hearers ; mae ke kaWuy the living. 

3. Nouns 

5. There are the usual two classes. The verb with article is 
used as a noun: u ka^rUy life. 

6. The plural is formed by the noun tua: u tua na iknOy 
men; u tua nafligUy my faults. Totality is shown by 'nio'nigOy 
all: u ttia nanau te ^nio^nigOy all places. 

4. Pronouns 

7. Personal. Full forms used as subject: 

Sing. I, iara. Plur. i incl. tahati. 

2. iago. X excl. igehati, gekatt. 

3. mana, 2. gau, 

3. mae, maere, hatimare. 

Short forms used as object: 

Sing. I. — Plur. i incl. gita. 

2. go. I excl. gat, 

3. nu 2. — 

3. di. 
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8. Short forms suffixed to nouns in possessive case: 

Sing. I. gM. Plur, i inch da, 

2. mu, I excl. mai, 

3. gna. 2. mi, 

3. di, 

SugagUf my house; na^namUj thy name; paugnUy his head; 
tiniday our body; funeida^ our chief; na flitnaiy our faults; 
keramiy your friend; na flidiy their faults; k^mamUy thy father; 
idomUy thy mother. 

9. Demonstrative. /^«^, this: ^a maramagna igncy in this 
world ; igne nogu pohey this my calico. 

ID. Interrogative. Ihei? who} Iheiidogna na? vAio (v^zs) 
his mother? 

U^na? what.'* U'na na Apublahi na? what is Baptism? 

5. The Genitive 

11. Juxtaposition shows a genitive relation: na toglu klignay 
the kingdom of heaven. 

12. The possessive nouns used when pronouns are not 
suffixed are : 

Sing. I. nogu, Plur. i incl. noda, 

2. nou, I excl. nomai. 

3. nogna, 2. nomi. 

3. nodi. 

Nogu pohey my calico; nou na flahiy thy knife; nogna glokuy 
his work; noda tuturiy our word; nomai tohiy our work; nomi 
naitUy your ghost; nodi tobiy their work; nogna na fnata te 
^nio'nigOy all his things. 

6. Adjectives 

13. The adjective follows its noun: u kaWa majaganiy 2l life 
new, 

14. Adjectives may be used with particle te as verbs : sugamu 
teforUy thy house is new; nenegna te ^nugCy his leg is swollen. 

7. Verbs 

1 5 . The transitive verb takes a suffixed pronoun : fasok 'agita , 
judge us'yfiloniy see it; hatiniy take it; eniy do it; apublahinigo . 
baptising of thee. 
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16. Causative. Fa is iprefixed: faka^ramaiy save us; ka^ra, 
live; fablahtgitay sanctify \xs\ fa^reWetUy make strong, confirm; 
farorogrOy listen; faleheni na iknOy to kill man, lehe to die. 

17. Conjugation. Two particles appear, te and ke. Of these 
te is indefinite tense, and ke future: te kaWa^ he lives; te tupu- 
juruniy (they) nailed him ; na ke suk'a mety he will descend hither ; 
kaisei tefiloniy one (we) see; iara te faututuanini Gody I believe 
God. 

The subject of the verb is frequently omitted. 

18. The negative particle is teome: kaisei te teome filoniy one 
(we) do not see it; nomi naitu teome kuday your ghost is not 
good. 

19. The interrogative na is used at the end of the sentence: 
te eni u'na i Bishop na? what does the Bishop do? 

20. Mood. The imperative does not differ from the indica- 
tive: tefege meiy give hither. 

The prohibitive is expressed by tosei: tosei blaUy do not steal; 
tosei lisugai ka u saosagro, do not lead us to temptation. 

21. Subjunctive. A consequent sentence is introduced by 
ne or amey where the Bugotu has gi: u tua na ikno te eni u^na 
ra^nini ne lehey men did what to him so that (he) died ; ante tu'gna 
Gody so that (I become) a child of God; ka ufatilogna na rane 
ante kegrafapuloy on the third day then he rose again. 

8. Adverbs 

22. Interrogative. Ka'na ? ka^na rane heva ? when ? where ? 
Ka'na rane heva te suk^a mei na? on what day will (he) descend 
hither? ka'na te kulu au? where did (he) first live? eigna u'na? 
for what reason ? why ? 

23. Time. GognarOy now, to-day; nau tuUy to-morrow; nau 
rihay day after to-morrow ;^nora, yesterday; hiy already ;/a/)w/o, 
again; kulUy at first; nalay only; te tifuy for ever. 

24. Place, ^^k^, here; ^aw, far; w^oto, near. 

25. Manner, etc. Deniy by chance; kokoniy away; ya, like, 
as; tey not. 

9. Prepositions 

26. Simple. / (locative) : i klignay in heaven ; ipopOy on earth. 
Kay general relation, to, on, in, with: ka maramagna igney 

to this world; ka ugazUy on the tree; te apublahigau ka u kouy 
baptise me with water. 
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Ta, from: apu kokoni cui^Uy wash away from me; tamu^ from 
thee. 

27. Nouns. Pariy Gzrth, parignuj under him; lamna, inside, 
lamnagna, in it. 

28. Verbs. Ra^nty to, dative and motion (Bugotu vani): te 
eni u'na ra'nini God na? what does God do to him? ra'nigauy 
to me; ra'nigOy to thee; ra^nidiy to them. 

Eiy for, because of: eigna nogu u gnognorOy because of my 
sin; te tarai eidiy (he) prays for them. 

ID. Conjunctions 

29. AmBy me, and: tosei sarini nou beubekUy me tosei turn 
pupuku rd'nidiy do not make your image and bow down to it. 

30. Buy or: na ke suk^a met ha te 0? will he descend hither 
or not ? 

ii« Numerals 

31. Cardinal, The text and ms. show only four numerals: 
kaisBy kaiseiy ont ; ptet, two; tiloy three; also namnOy six. 

32. Ordinal. These are formed by the causative and suffix 
pronoun :/a^'^^na, SQCond 'yfatilognay third. 

33. Interrogative. Niha? how many? mha na rane? how 
long? 
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